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Most magazines date their issues well ahead of time, as we once did. But with 
the passing of the last three years we have slipped farther behind with each issue 
so that now the one for December 1955 will probably not reach the mails before the 
end of March 1956. And this final issue will be something of a "pot-boiler" in an 
attempt to fulfill our obligation to put out three issues a year. Fortunately for 
the HHFC, there is a brilliant ray of hope for the future of ACN in the form of 
Miles and Arthur Amick. At the Syracuse Trek last August they were appointed to 
the offices of Editor and Publisher, respectively, and since then they have been 
busy preparing to assume these duties for the year 1956. (And, if we do not get 
going, Issue #10 could appear aheed of #9.) 


Other results of the 1955 Trek point to renewed vigor for the HHFC, too. W. 
Chapin Condit has already assumed his duties as President for 1956, while Stanley 
D. Wilkinson, Jr. relieved Clifford Boram as Treasurer last fall when Cliff signed 
up with the U. S. Army. Mrs. Marjorie Andrew, John L. Burns, W. Fenton Meredith, 
and Thomas H. Hubbard were elected to serve one year terms as advisors, while 
Carl T. Doman, Herbert Prentice, Stanley D. Wilkinson, Jr., and Dan C. Williams 
were elected for two year terms. Miles S. Amick, as past President, became the 
ninth member of the board as prescribed by the By-Laws. 


The main reason for the delay of this issue is that last September we assumed a 
full time job at the local Volkswagen-Porsche agency in Tucson, and while it is far 
more fun than work, it does require long hours, leaving little time - or energy - 
for anything else. The Volkswagen is that fabulous lit te car with the reasonable 
slogan of "Almost Everyone Wants One". Built in Germany, it is the first foreign 
car ever to really crack the American market in a big way. 35,000 VWs were sold 
in the United States in 1955. This was twice as many as Franklin sold in its big- 
gest year which was 1929. In the state of California in 1955, the VW actually out- 
sold seven American-made cars. And all signs point to an even more spectacular 
showing in 1956, probably around 60,000 cars. Here in Tucson, the first 56 days 
of the new year (up to the time of this writing) saw 32 new cars sold, another 
record for this area. 


As a Franklin enthusiast, we take real pride in this showing for it demonstrates 
that there is still a place on the American market for an air-cooled, well engineer- 
ed automobile. The sad part is that this spot has not been filled by one of our 
own independents, who instead seem more determined than ever to follow along the 
juke-box trail to certain oblivion (witness the 1956 Ramblers). Frank Lloyd Wright 
scored a direct hit with his recent comment: “American cars look like lumber wagons 
going to market with all their jewels on". As a Volkswagen salesman we enjoyed 
that one immensely and, in our own opinion, there are only two decent looking 
American made cars on the market today - the Ford Thunderbird and the Lincoln 
Continental. But don't take a bow yet, Carl (Doman is with Ford, you know), 
because we think the rest of the Ford line is as vulgar as the Rambler is grotesque. 


HHFC members will enjoy the following quotation from the December issue of the 
English magazine "The Vintage and Thoroughbread Car". In an article about Franklin, 
M. A. Harrison said: "Though there are better-known names among the old-time 
American cars ---, the Franklin could very easily be ranked as one of, if not the, 
most remarkable of them all". As was true with the famous American architect, 

Frank Lloyd Wright, quoted above, the highest recognition of the Franklin car is 
going to come first from abroad. 


FRONT COVER: 1955 Franklin Trek to Syracuse; right to left, members Boram, Miller, 
Pommer, Michener, Moore, and Andrews, in parade thru downtown Syracuse, August 27. 


OPPOSITE PAGE: Arthur Amick led the parade in his 1912 Torpedo Phaeton. His 
co-pilot is none other than John Burns. Rear seat passenger not identified. 
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Ralph Hamlin, Pioneer Extraordinary 


A champion bicycle rider in his 
early youth who later turned to 
motorcycle and automobile racing— 
in 1904 he won a road race from 
Los Angeles to San Francisco driv- 
ing a 10 horsepower Franklin—and 
at the: same time established him- 


Mr. Hamlin with a photo of himself and 

Al J. Bayer who jointly wear an overcoat 

of President William Howard Taft which 

the Chief Executive mislaid in Mr. Ham- 

lin’s car when the latter was chauffeuring 

the former President during a Los An- 
geles visit. 


self as one of the pioneer auto- 
motive distributors of Southern Cal- 
ifornia, is Ralph Hamlin. 

Today, at 74, Mr. Hamlin can 
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History of ‘Gas Buggy Era’ dramatically retold by 
Los Angeles newspaper in tribute to the president 
of Southern California Council 


look back with satisfaction on a 
career filled with adventure, dare- 
deviltry and busifiess success. His 
life story was recently reviewed in 
a three-part picture and word story 
in the Los Angeles “Herald & Ex- 
press.”’ In its forward to this tribute 
to Mr. Hamlin, president of the 
Southern California Council of 
AOT the newspaper said: 

“Los Angeles is one of the great 
cities of the world which owes its 
growth in large part to the auto- 
mobile age and the spread of sub- 
urbs. One of the men who helped 
to bring the automohile to Los An- 
geles and advance the automotive 
revolution—a pioneer who started 
out as a boy bicycle racing champion 
—was Ralph Hamlin.” 

Living in retirement on a five- 
acre estate in West Los Angeles, 
Mr. Hamlin is surrounded by me- 
mentoes of his exciting life. On the 
grounds are three houses; one he 
occupies with his wife of 51 sum- 
mers, the second is the home of his 
widowed daughter and the third— 
well, it might be called the Ralph 
Hamlin Automobile Museum. 

This private sanctum, a combina- 
tion den, playroom and office, is 


dominated by three of his early-day 
cars, all Franklins for which he was 
distributor from 1905 to 1932, when 
the manufacturer went out of busi- 
ness. The prize of this collection is 
a 1902 model, believed to be the 
oldest Franklin with all its parts in- 


Ralph Hamlin 


tact in the United States. The 
Smithsonian Institution in Wash- 
ington, D. C., claims to have the 
first Franklin built, but some of its 
parts have been replaced. 

Sharing the platform at one end 
of Mr. Hamlin’s luxurious “hut’’ is 
a 1904 Franklin which cracked the 
San Francisco to New York 
speed record in half by mak- 
ing the trip in 33 days. The 
“baby” of the collection is a 
1907 model. 

The walls of Mr. Hamlin’s 
haven also give evidence of 
his fabulous career. Behind the 
cars are California license 
plates dating from 1914. The 
oldest are small metal discs, 
stamped with the numbers, 
which were affixed to the car’s 
dash board. A second wall is 
covered with cases housing 
many trophies won by Mr. 
Hamlin or his rubber-tired 


Among Mr. Hamlin’s relics of the 
past are the 1902, 1907 and 1904 
model Franklins and some old 
California license plates. 
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vehicles, in bicycle, motorcycle and 
automobile races. Among these 
awards are several cups won by Mr. 
Hamlin with his prowess as a bil- 
liard player. Incidentally, occupy- 
ing the center of the playroom of 
the one-time three cushion cham- 
pion is a billiard table. 

Pictures from out of his past dec- 
orate a third wall in the pioneer 
auto man’s sanctum. Prominent in 
the group is a photographic memory 
of the day he acted as chauffeur for 
President William Howard Taft 
during a presidential visit to Los 
Angeles. 

Born in San Francisco, Mr. 
Hamlin was brought to Los Angeles 
when he was six years old. His 
entry into the world of speed came 
10 years later when, at the age of 
16, he won the annual Fourth of 
July bicycle race over 80 other com- 
petitors. 

“That really started me in busi- 
ness,” he recalls today. 

Mr. Hamlin had started a year 
earlier learning the bicycle repair 
trade as an apprentice in a Los An- 
geles shop. Winning his first race 
established his reputation and he 
was able to go into business for him- 
self. His total capital for the ven- 
ture was $10, all of which he was 
obliged to spend on tools and sup- 


plies of his trade as he swapped 
his services to the local blacksmith, 
in the rear of whose shop he set 
up his business, for the rent. 

“All the kids came there because 
they wanted their bikes fixed by 
someone who won a race,” he re- 
members. “In a month, I had to 
move to larger quarters.” 

His success as a winning rider 
continued and with the trophies 
came new customers. At the turn 
of the century, he added the Orient 
motorcycle to his line of bicycles 
and, in 1904, became the distributor 
for the Orient Buckboard, an un- 
usual three-horsepower automobile. 

One of his most memorable feats 
in bicycle racing was winning the 
Sixth Annual 100-Mile Century 
Road Race from Los Angeles to 
Corona on August 30, 1900. A vic- 
tim of Mr. Hamlin’s record time 
of six hours and 11 minutes—the 
mark still stands—was Gene Bis- 
cailuz, now sheriff of Los Angeles 
County. 

Mr. Hamlin bought his first car, 
a Mobile Steamer, in 1901 and four 
years later obtained the local agency 
for Franklin cars. 

Of those early days, Mr. Hamlin 
can conjure up many a mental pic- 
ture. Among them is that of the 
conservative man of the day yelling, 


A panorama of the old days—pictures 
and pictures of race events—take up an 
entire wall of his den. 


“Get a horse!” at any unhappy 
motorist whose car had conked out. 

It was then that J. Frank Duryea 
won the first American automo- 
bile race from Chicago to Evanston 
in 1895 with an average speed of 
5.05 miles per hour; of R. E. Olds 
building his first one-cylinder car 
and Ford his first gasoline-operated 
car in 1896; of the Stanley twins 


‘/ = 


Mr. Hamlin displays the billiard form with which he won several cups 
during his colorful career. The table dominates the center of his combination 
den, playroom and office. 


(Left) Mr. Hamlin proudly points to the picture taken the day he chauf- 
feured for President Taft during a parade in Los Angeles. 
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building the first of their now fa- 
mous steam cars the following year ; 
of the War Department buying its 
first three automobiles in 1899 and 
equipping them so they could be 
drawn by mules in case of engin 
failure. , 

In 1900, the year before Mr. 
Hamlin bought his first car, 51 
new makes of cars appeared on the 
market and one, the short-lived 
Ohio, made a radical departure by 
replacing the tiller with a steering 
wheel. 

In addition to his Southern Cal- 
ifornia Franklin distributorship, 
Mr. Hamlin set up one of the first 
service garages in the city. “My 
friends kidded me and called it ‘the 
garbage,’”’ he laughs, and then ex- 
plains, “I read an article telling 
about the garages they had in 
France. Garage was a strange new 
word then. Few people knew what 
it was, let alone how to pronounce 
it.” 

Weekdays, Mr. Hamlin was a 
model businessman, staid and hard 
working, but the week ends he de- 
voted to daredeviltry. It was in the 
road race that the automobile was 
developed from a _ balky, often- 
abused, cantankerous creation, a 
little more than a rich man’s toy, to 
the marvel of mechanical precision 
and perfection we know today. 
Many of the pioneers, including 
Henry Ford and J. Frank Duryea 
raced their newly developed cars to 
work out the bugs under stress and 
to bring their product to the atten- 
tion of the public. Ralph Hamlin 
was one of the goggled, duster-clad 
knights of the road who weekly 
risked both life and limb in an effort 
to promote the automobile. 

A few years after winning the 
Los Angeles-San Francisco race in 
1904, he brought the Vanderbilt 
Cup Race to Los Angeles, a 300- 
mile event over an 8.2-mile course. 
And although he didn’t win this 
one, Mr. Hamlin received a trophy 
for the most consistent driving, his 
time on each lap never varying more 
than 11 seconds. 

One of his great victories was in 
the Phoenix Desert Road Race in 
1912. He drove one of the Frank- 
lins he was selling in this event. The 
air-cooled, slope-nosed car stood up 
admirably to the tearing pace over 


the rough terrain of the Southwest- 
ern wastelands. 

Mr. Hamlin recalls today that the 
“Phoenix” race was the toughest of 
them all. There were hardly any 
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behind a wheel and had only the 
faintest idea of what a car was all 
about. We'd put them behind the 
wheel and talk gently to them, all 
the time ready to grab the wheel 


Mr. Hamlin’s trophy cases are filled with awards he won for 
bicycle, motorcycle and automobile racing and for his ability at 
three-cushion billiards. 


roads over the desert, not even be- 
tween here (Los Angeles) and 
Palm Springs. 

“Tt wasn’t so much a question of 
time as it was of getting there. If 
you hit a chuckhole, it darn near 
broke your car in half. It took me 
four years to win that race—I had 
finished second in the previous years 
—and it took $10,000 in cash outlay, 
but it was worth it. The publicity 
gave me a boost in business and 
that’s all I wanted.” 

An innovation of Mr. Hamlin’s 
along automobile row was the time- 
payment plan. He took “everything 
I could get” as down payment, al- 
though “my competitors thought I 
was crazy.” ‘The installment plan 
may have been rudimentary, but his 
business prospered. By the early 
’20s, he owned branches in Pasa- 
dena, Hollywood and San Diego, as 
well as his original establishment in 
Los Angeles. 

Mr. Hamlin says that one of the 
hazards of selling cars in those days 
was teaching neophytes how to 
drive. 

“Most of them had never been 


if necessary. The streets were 
so rough, fortunately, that they 
couldn’t go very fast. It usually 


took about three lessons — they 
didn’t need any licenses in those 
days.” 


Franklin went out of business in 
the early years of the depression 
and Mr. Hamlin began distributing 
the Graham-Paige. With these cars, 
he won the sweepstakes and class 
awards in the Gilmore Economy 
Runs of 1936, 1937 and 1938. When 
Graham-Paige quit building cars, 
Mr. Hamlin gave up his automobile 
interests to manage the various 
properties he had acquired over the 
years. “In those days, if you made 
a dollar you kept it,” he remembers 
wistfully. 

Recently, he and Mrs. Hamlin 
took a 7500-mile automobile trip— 
naturally, the former racing driver 
was at the wheel all the way—to 
celebrate their golden wedding anni- 
versary. Their transportation this 
time was a new Ford Thunderbird, 
presented to them by their daughter, 
in sleek and sharp contrast to that 
1901 Mobile Steamer, his first car. 
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From Coase Lo (Zoast IN A MoTOR CAR 


The Original Story by L. L. Whitman 


From San Francisco to New York is what the novelists call "a far cry." As one 
stands on the shining sands of the blue Pacific at the Golden Gate and looks with 
the mind's eye away to the east over the snow-capped Sierra Nevadas, across the 
blazing deserts, over the rugged Rockies and the fertile Middle West and sees the 
metropolis of the Western Continent on the shores of the Atlantic, he has no 
definite conception of the distance, 


The liveliest imagination cannot begin to picture it; no map can show it; even 
the actual experience of an ordinary traveller, gliding in a fast and luxurious 
Pullman day and night smoothly over the perfect rail, brings no realizing sense of 
what is included in that stupendous stretch of country. 


To really comprehend the size, immensity and distance across the American 
Continent from Atlantic to Pacific, one must follow in detail the staggering ups 
and downs and baffling ins and outs of its magnificent topography and inscrutable 
scenery. 


And it is equally true that only such an intimate hand to hand contact, so to 
speak, with the country's distances and difficulties, will reward one with a full 
measure of delight in its beauty and grandeur, 


We started from Golden Gate Park, August first, 1904 at five P. M. ina 
regular Franklin such as is used all over the country, stock car, having four 
cylinders, air cooled, of course, with no water jackets or any water system what- 
ever. The car was of ten horse-power and light construction, weighing about twelve 
hundred pounds. 


Some two hundred pounds of baggage of all kinds was stored away in an ample 
hamper. This consisted of a good camera outfit, a limited amount of extra cloth- 
ing, one extra tire, three inner tubes, a can of engine oil, a kit of tools and a 
few small extra parts and spark plugs. Also to the side of the machine was 
strapped an ax and shovel, and last, but not least, was added a good-sized canteen 
to carry drinking water on the hot and dusty deserts. 


My companion, C. S. Carris of Syracuse, N. Y., had never been in the far West 
before, and the conditions we met, being so different from those in New York State, 
were new and interesting to him. But I had been over the country more or less; 
and was prepared for the actual experiences we encountered, 


Noon of the second day after our start found us at Sacramento, in the great 
inland valley of California--one of the largest in America, an empire in itself; 
extending north and south nearly five hundred miles and east and west fifty to one 
hundred; and bounded on all sides by lofty mountain ranges. 


Here we passed the finest wheat fields in the world. Huge traction engines 
were cutting, thrashing and sacking the golden grain at one operation, cutting a 
thirty-foot swath as they slowly filed across the immense fields. At night a 
powerful search light attached to the machines enables a night crew to accomplish 
as much as by day, and seventy-five to one hundred acres can be harvested in 
twenty-four hours. 


Leaving Sacramento after lunch, with the Sierra Nevada range dimly showing on 
the horizon, the Franklin, with full tanks of gasoline, headed for the mountain pass 
known as Emigrant Gap. In a few hours we reached the foot hills and began an easy 
ascent. On those western slopes the celebrated California peaches, pears and other 
fruits are raised in great quantities. Packing houses are at every railroad 
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station and long trains of cars loaded with fruit slowly pull up the grade on their 
way to eastern markets, - 


We made frequent stops to sample these tempting fruits, presented to us with 
true Californian liberality. If we had taken all that was offered, we would have 
stuck the Franklin on the first day's run. 


At Colfax we stopped for the night. 


Our next day's work was to reach the summit of the lofty range before us. We 
had been repeatedly told that we should never be able to get the machine over the 
Sierras’ by this route; but as the best and most frequently traveled road was some 
fifty to seventy-five miles south over the Old Virginia City Pass, we resolved to 
attempt the shorter, even if more difficult route. 


When we left early in the morning, the summit was over fifty miles away, and 
as we neared that point, the road gradually grew worse. Large boulders had rolled 
into the road and streams trickling across the trail had cut deep ruts. Snow- 
capped peaks were occasionally seen. The scenery in places was magnificent. 


Our road lay through forests of big pine. Giant trees towered hundreds of 
feet beside the road. Ice-cold streams dashed down the rocky canons. The road 
wound along dizzy precipices, where a slight turn of the steering wheel, a moment 
of indecision, or a broken axle would have hurled us and the machine hundreds of 
feet below. 


Ever up we climbed on the low-speed gear for hours. Snow appeared at the 
roadside, although it was August. By Dutch Flat, Gold Run and other old-time 
mining centers we climbed. The streams, the banks, the hills themselves show the 
fierce onslaught of hydraulic mining of early days. 


At five P. M. the last grade was mounted and the Franklin stood 7,256 feet 


above sea level, surrounded by almost perpetual snow. cs 


We stopped to take a picture and look far away to the east where the dreaded 
deserts lay spread out like a panorama at our feet. We drank from the cold snow- 
fed stream and wished we could take it along to those waterless scorching sands 
ahead. I knew from experience how the remembrance of these snowy heights would 
rise up before us in the scorching days to come. 


Beautiful Donner Lake lay at our feet. The snow sheds of the Southern Pacific 
Railroad stretched away around the mountain sides like a huge serpent. 


We looked over the brakes and tightened the reverse and then down over ledges 
and a rock-strewn trail, from which all dirt had seemingly been washed away into the 
valley below, we cautiously descended. Again we wound along dizzy heights, ever 
downward; in one mile making a descent of 1,200 feet. 


In a few minutes, although it seemed much longer, we were at the shore of the 
lake. After a six-mile spin along its shores through the sweet pine forests, we 
pulled up for the night at Truckee. And we knew that these were easy miles. They 
hardly believed at the hotel that we left Colfax in the morning and came over the 
mountains, 


Next forenoon we ran down to Reno--easy miles compared to the trip up to the 
summit. Here the forests and mountains were left behind and the open desert was 
before us. 


After lunch we pulled out for Wadsworth, sixty-five miles away. This town 
has been "cut out" by a change in the Southern Pacific within the last year and is 
rapidly disappearing. Little of it now remains. All property owners were given a 
house lot in a new town on the railroad and have put their houses on flat cars and 
moved them away. 
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We reached Clark, a desert station six miles west of Wadsworth, a little after 
dark. We had found deep sand in places and the road so bad that we were rather 


behind our expectations, and when we reached Clark, our lamps had been lighted some 
time. 


Stopping for information at the station, the only building there, the agent 
told us that we had better get out of the country mighty lively, or stop at the 
station with him. He said we would very likely be held up by “road agents" if we 
camped or tarried in that vicinity. We learned at Wadsworth next day that twenty 
murders had been committed within two miles of that place in the two weeks past. 


A large force of laborers employed by the government, were constructing a big 
irrigating ditch to reclaim some of this desert. The scum of all nations, and a 
tough lot of lawless tramps amounting to some six or eight hundred, were gathered 
there. They are the only class that will accept the wages and desert heat. 


The saloon gets all their money, and pay day is followed by drinking and 
carousal. Five dollars in your pocket might be the price of your life; and in 


broad day they had been seen carrying murdered men out into the sage brush to be 
left for the coyotes. 


We were warned not to stay. We were also warned not to leave. We chose to 
leave. We pulled out into the open desert and were going up a stiff grade about a 


mile from town, with the engine on low gear almost to the limit, when a gruff voice 
from the darkness said: 


"Put out those lights, and damned quick, toot". 


Instantly stopping the car, cutting off the gas from the bright acetylene 
hordlight and clapping our caps over the oil lamps, we jumped from the car, and in 
s time than it takes to tell it, I grabbed the ax from the socket, and Carris 
hed the shovel. After a moment's suspense, three men driving a pair of horses 

hitched to a light wagon and leading a third, saddled, rushed by. 


It looked like "one on ust" but we were mighty glad to see them go, and we 
wasted no time in getting away at high speed into Wadsworth. 


Next morning after buying desert helmet hats from the only store left in the 
place, we filled our canteen and got what information we could about the roads. 


The people in Wadsworth told us a terrible tale of woe that was waiting for us 
ahead. They said there was a big sand hill about a mile and a half east of the 
town where a railroad gang were at work changing the grade, and the road was all 
cut to pieces by heavy supply teams so that we would never be able to get over this 
ugly spot without help. 


They drew such an awful picture of the place that to be on the safe side, we 
sent a mule team ahead of us in the morning to go out to this sand hill and wait 
to pull us over. 


We pulled out into the dazzling expanse of alkaline sand at about seven 
o'clock in the morning and soon came to our sand hill and the waiting mule team, 


The place was as bad as it had been described. We might have got around it 
by taking to the railroad track, but as the team was there we had them pull us 
through. The sand was nearly to our axle, and the grade was very steep up over 
the railroad track--a distance of several hundred yards. In places the differ- 
ential and sprocket dragged in the sand. We cheerfully paid the driver $2.00 for 
the job, and I think his mules earned it. 


Seventy-five miles away was the town of Lovelock, and no sign of life 


€ between except the railroad. While in general our route lay along this line, it 


I a i a a i i 


. 


eC ie xf ae |, a aE ease Gee ts) ae a We a. Cats Sa: - |i 7 eae Cees a ees DS Sail Ss 7 “ a 
i ee a ll Ee 2 a 2) See — 
is ae eae? oe ayes eee hae eee Slot) es S| ie aN See re ee Se oe 3 a 
.. “ar ie i eS ie | ee Tes “ae * ee ee i *. ae Sere a. ae eee a 7 Reais bya 
° zt a 
i 
‘ 
S 
ee | | 
ad | 
ee 
) 
ee ‘ 
:. 
iJ 
me 
. ‘ 
‘ 
e] 
ee , : 
ee i 
. # 
) € 
ee ; 
¥ 
| 
| ee 
| ee 
i 
| ee 
i 
| is 
> 
; P 
/ 
ihe bs a oe) ane i : = : * ve 
eee Se . ¥ - 
5 i ee Tae fe ee Ee | eee : ¢ ’ Bl. ‘ 4 . : i Wace oy | ; ft 
a: a ae. te a = ae oem! ee i ee ho nm 4 7 ee i MS Sas alee 
oi, one ee ae Pe 1 a oe: een) me ‘aber ¢ aaa i i} aan 
i oe ee = 6 _: i pe ae oi ne Ss ey a - eran Pe ies i ae 
a ia meas eS 1 ee ae aa +4 ee: - ee eed, be fey A a nhs 
a ess ee! , a ie - ey 7 Be) ae a re ee (a. 


was often necessary to be out of sight of it for hours. 


On this desolate waste where not a blade of green grass, not a tree, not a 
drop of water are to be found, the sun blazes down with relentless fury. Only a a 
few patches of stunted sage brush here and there, and the hot sands burn almost 
through one's shoes. 


The Sierra Nevada Mountains, at first plainly visible, sunk from sight later 
in the day, and we were out on that great arid tract that extends over six hundred 
miles to Salt Lake. Many a prospector, traveler and explorer has become lost among 
the bare hills that stretch away to Mexico, wandered for days without water and 
then left his bones to bleach on the sands,--a warning to those who follow. On 
this waste are scattered watering holes and boiling springs, some poisonous, others . 
nauseous from sulphur or alkalies. 


In the winter months, water from the mountain snows flows dcwn and sinks into ° 
the sands. None of the many streams from the eastern slope of the Sierra Nevadas 
has an outlet to the sea, all being licked up by the hot sands. 


The Humboldt River flowing from the north--a mighty stream three hundred miles 
in length--disappears in what is known as the Humboldt Sink. This Sink marks the 
spot where a great lake has gone dry, and for thirty miles we drove the car over 
its parched bed. Much of the surface is hard and coated with a deposit of alkali 
dust, which the winds take up into spiral columns fifty to a hundred feet high. 
Sometimes many of these can be seen at a time and they present a weird sight. 


The sun heats the land like a furnace, and as the hot air rises, it gives 
place to a current of air from the Pacific and causes a light breeze. As we were 
traveling with the wind on our backs, the conditions were the worst possible for 
our air-cooled motor. The cylinders got hot, but not hot enough to cause trouble. 


Over this desert to Ogden, we made almost double the distance each 
day that I did last year with a water-jacketed engine. 


Just before dark and after an awful day of heat, dust and sand, we sighted 8 
Lovelock far across the Sink. We pushed on hopefully, but were doomed to disap- 


pointment. To get off the Sink and find a road into the town was a hard question. 


We chased all the trails and wheel tracks that gave any promise of a road, and 
after a lot of scout-duty, on foot and otherwise, we reached the town at one-thirty 
in the morning, where we had supper and passed the night. 


From this point to Ogden we made daily runs between the railroad towns, some- 
times over bare hills and valleys, again over the alkali deserts. In many places 
the country is cut up by deep channels, dry when we were there; but in winter 
taking down the water to the lower sands, 


In some places the banks were steep; heavy sand filled the river bed, and cross 
ing was difficult. Sometimes we had to follow the banks long distances to find a 
possible crossing, and at times, wé were obliged to get the car up on the railroad 
track and bump over the sleepers to get past some bad ravine. 


Many times a day we had to use ax and shovel. The machine would flounder in 
a hole; or catch on a stump or high ridge in the road between the tracks. Then 
again, we would come upon long stretches of good road, laid out by Nature, not by 
man. 


Five hundred miles of these desert roads were opened by a man driving his team 
where Nature offered the least resistance, The next team followed the tracks of the 
first, and so after a time, some sort of a road was made, no part being improved 
that was passable by a wagon. 


E) a, | , Jee. Sy Ree cae ee a a She Oe = ee bs ae. 1 eee a ‘3 Ce Vee ed ae 
“i! : Bass Bn w Be ni aie wee ) > ee . ae | a Br a a iy ANN ae ee ile om ees a, es ie Pe 3a Ree a 
Wet ae p cn EB Aa 8 a ‘i oe < ei. Oe 2) ne eC a Ge . 7 vue ’ ‘ere eee ae 
i a a + < as fea np a) ae Es wd " : . me ‘ : . 
fi ‘ ; : 
" a . . 
C Z 
ki ee 
i 
| ee 
f 
" 
} 
yg 
< ay 
{ 
ee | 
‘. 
‘ ‘ 
- 
* 
| ee 
a 
| a 
; | 
; i 
mi ' , PE Le a Eat tees a lll 
| 
3 pon . A I j fe f 
‘ ¥ . a 5 r 4 Ne ene. CS fe | : o Be oe ae 
SARE Sear) a iy Th: i: es vay ae os Rene Ie ae : ee SS ys ae ee ee 
a a ta ail Se ae ae Je eae ae oo a 4h > 2 on 
ae : = aa ee es ee (er E te "ARI Rae. . Pa ce - is oe eee 
‘ egy é : ee eee MES oe a 4 hk WRN 3 ae ies a > ao Lae. i, oe 
; arr" F. £ hin es ok Be Se Some fe. gen has lcs a8 ey. oS ee on = 4] a ee i é : ; i 4 
ae, P Be MO: . Ppop a eer ene 5 a7 a eae 2 = vee 5 Ls a eee . : Feat: Be ee ot ig. Pe 
i ee er NR ON eS ce te fa mi Ro. ee a Se |g 23 2 foam ee 


+ 


The washes, ruts, brush, stones and sand were a test for any automobile, but 
the FRANKLIN crossed this entire six hundred miles of Sahara in seven days. 


East of Lovelock, night stops were made at Mill City, Battle Mountain, Carlin, 
Wells and Terrace. The tenth day we reached Ogden at five P. M., the last day's 
run out of the desert being one hundred thirty-seven miles, part of the way along 
the north shore of the Great Salt Lake. 


Green alfalfa fields, streams of pure water, orchards and shade trees never 
looked so good before. After a day of rest and cleaning up the car, we "hit the 
trail" again. 


We lay our route through Wyoming, following the towns along the Northern 
Pacific Railroad. The first day we saw some beautiful scenery as we followed the 
Weber River, Utah, went up Weber Canon, Echo Canon, passed the Devil's Slide and 
climbed over the mountains to Evanston, where another barren country begins. 


This is not as hot as the desert left behind, as the elevation is five 
thousand feet and at Laramie, nearly eight thousand. Coyotes were often seen 
skulking in the road ahead or on some hillside; rabbits were numerous, doves 


flocked by the hundreds and sage hens and quail scurried into the sage brush along 
the road. 


We stopped one night at Fort Bridger, an old stockade, where but few of the 
barracks remain to tell of the days when it was necessary to keep the Indians in 
check, 


We saw many Indians around the towns and settlements, and sometimes when they 
saw our car coming down the street, they would run and hide behind a corner of a 
building, a telegraph pole, or other place of refuge and peek out at us as we went 
by. 


One Chinaman was much interested in our automobile, never having seen one 
before. While we were eating dinner, he examined it closely, even crawling under 
the car to get a more complete view. When we started, he snapped his fingers and 
said, "Fisth! fisth! fisth! Getee there allee samee." 


We had to ford many streams in Wyoming, but none of them were deep enough to 
stop our engine, the larger ones being bridged. In this State we lost our road 
several times and had to wander about for a few miles before finding it. 


Changes in the road bed of the Northern Pacific and wire fences built along 
their tracks cut out miles of good roads; and obliged us to take some very rough 
places. We had to cross the railroad in many places where no crossing has been 
made and climb steep grades at the same time. 


One shower caught us near Rawlins while we were on an alkali desert, which 
was soon converted into a mass of slippery mud. The car refused to go except in 
lurches and in every direction but the right one; sometimes standing still with the 
rear wheels spinning. Ropes wound around the tires improved matters, and after 
traveling a few miles in this fashion, we reached the edge of the desert. 


Between Rock Springs and Rawlins near Spring Valley, while running fifteen 
miles an hour, our rear axle caught on a telegraph pole that had been cut off 
about a foot above the ground, and was hidden by tall grass growing between the 
wheel tracks. 


We brought up good and solid, and both of us flew out over the car in regular 
circus fashion. I struck the ground about twenty feet directly in front of the car, 
and Carris at the wheel was thrown out at the side. We rolled over on the grass 
and looked at each other. Finding we were uninjured, except for a few bruises, we 
looked over the machine, which was still hanging fast to the post; and discovered 
only a bent truss rod. 
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We backed off the stump and got away with never even a hint of further trouble 
or damage on that score. 


Down across the Laramie plains, over which thousands of cattle roam, we found 
some fine roads--the road bed being a natural formation which packs to a smooth 
hard surface. The good roads and bracing air of this high altitude made this part 
of the trip very pleasant. 


One day in Wyoming we fell in with a party of two men and a woman who were 
making the run from Salt Lake City to Denver in an automobile. We stayed over 
night at a small place called Rock River in their company, and they told us of some 
of their experiences. 


On one occasion they broke their rear axle while crossing a bad washout many 
miles from any habitation when night was coming on. They had to stay out all night -- 
and walk thirteen miles next day to the railroad, and get a section crew to take 
them on a hand-car to the nearest town. It took them several days to repair the 
axle, 


From Rock River we sped on, all the morning until the smoke of Laramie could 
be discerned twenty-five miles away. We had dinner there, and then started for 
Denver. 


Out over the plains some thirty miles, we dropped down over the "Rockies", 
through North Park where we wound our way through dark canons and over rushing 
streams shaded by welcome pines. 


Near Fort Collins we got in a bad washout. A cloud-burst some time before 
had taken the entire road-bed out of Owl Canon, and for half a mile, we had to run 
in the bottom of the creek, 


About twenty-five emigrant wagons were trying to get through this pass when 
we arrived. They were "doubling up," that is, putting two teams to a single wagon, " 
and having a bad time at that. After a hasty survey of the situation, we plunged © 
the Franklin into the foaming water, and down the stream we went. Rocks were 
piled everywhere, but a rough path had been cleared, and we managed very well until 


dropping down over one steep ledge into deep sand and gravel the car refused to 
budge. 


A team of horses stood within ten feet, the driver waiting to help up the 
next team. Water was up to the floor of our car, and rather than get out into the 


cold water and shovel out the rear wheels which had sunk into the deep gravel, I 
said: 


"Fifty cents for fifty feet!" 


The teamster waded in, dropped a chain over the axle, said "Get up," and in 
five minutes we were off again. This time, and that one bad spot outside of Wads- . 
worth are the only instances when we had a team hitched to the car, and then it 
was more a matter of convenience than necessity. 


The last hundred miles into Denver were over fine roads; and at noon of the 
sixteenth day, we entered this beautiful city. A large escort of automobiles met 
us and gave us a pleasant reception. We spent one day here and at noon of the 
following day left Denver and steered for Omaha. 


We ran over to Julesburgh on the Platte River, and rode down this fertile 
valley, which for three hundred miles is as level as a floor. Thousands of acres 
of waving grain and rustling corn extended as far as the eye could reach, 


How we flew! And so did the dust, but in a long cloud behind us like the 
tail of a comet. 2 
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Through Kearney, Grand Isle and Tremont we sped; and at noon of the fourth 
day from Denver, we rolled into Omaha. Last year I was thirteen days making this 
same distance, but it is fair to say that the rain and floods were very heavy. 


Our next point was Chicago, some six hundred miles away. The following 


morning we crossed the Missouri on a high bridge; made Des Moines that evening and 
Cedar Rapids the next day at noon, 


When we crossed the Mississippi that evening, we had covered more 
than four hundred of the six hundred miles to Chicago, fin a day and a 
half. 


The next day we crossed the State of Illinois, arriving at Chicago about five 
Fs M. 


At Wheaton, twenty miles from the city, the first enthusiastic escort car met 
us. From there on our ranks increased and when we got to Michigan Avenue we found 
a long row of cars tooting horns lined up to receive us. We were taken to the 
Chicago Automobile Club, "watered," fed and put to bed. 


The next day at eight A. M., we left the Windy City and were off by way of 
Edgerton for Toledo, which we reached the following day about three P. M. Good 
roads all the way--via South Bend, Elkhart, Bryan, etc. The next night found us at 
Cleveland and the next at Buffalo. 


Fine weather and good roads along the lake shore made this part of the journey 
very enjoyable. Grapes, peaches and pears were ripening on every hand. Well-kept 
prosperous-looking farm houses with the blue lake and the dimly-seen Canadian 
shore as a background made this two-hundred mile run one never to be forgotten. 
After supper we ran to Rochester. 


Early the next morning, we were off again, being due at Syracuse in the 
afternoon. At Lyons the first car waiting for us was a big twenty-four horse- 
power Franklin, to give his smaller brother a welcome. Nearer Syracuse a big 
bunch of machines had been waiting in the grass by the roadside for our arrival. 


The reception, the bouquets, the banquet, at Syracuse while ostensibly for 
the travelers, were in reality for the little car that stood by the curb outside 
impatiently waiting to finish its run, and place at the top of the slate a new 
ocean to ocean record for motor car history. 


An early start next morning, and we reached Albany before sunset. The route 
was down the beautiful Mohawk Valley on a perfect summer day. We took the east 
bank of the Hudson from Albany, and before the car stopped for the night, we had 
made Peekskill, only fifty miles from New York, and nearly three hundred miles 
for the day. Only once did we make a longer run in one day, and that was when we 
made three hundred twenty-five miles over much better roads. 


The next morning dawned clear and fine,--our last day. Before Yonkers was 
reached, we saw our pilot car with flags flying, speeding to meet us. On Jerome 
Avenue outside the city, a long line of machines lay in wait. Streamers, flags 
and mottoes fluttered in the breeze. 


Borne along by this cheering throng, we arrived at the New York Automobile 
Club's palatial building at one-twenty P. M., delivered a letter we had brought 
from President Sherwin of the California Club to President Scarritt of the New 
York Club and the long journey was ended. 


Thirty-two days, twenty-three hours and twenty minutes, or, for 
convenience, “thirty-three days" had passed since leaving San Fran- 
cisco. The previous record of sixty-one days was nearly cut in half. 
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to say that the public was amazed is putting it mildly. Photographers, press 
agents and reporters were so vociferous in their welcome that we finally took ref- 
uge inside the Club House. 


One hundred and fifty-five miles a day was our average, start to finish, over 
all kinds of roads and in some places no road at all. 


Carris and myself took turns in running the car, 25 to 50 miles or so, each 
at the wheel. At night, when cold, the one not operating the car would wrap up 
in a blanket and try to get a little sleep. 


In climbing the Sierra Nevada mountains we had a t wlve-mile grade, traveling 
one-half the distance on the low gear. Here, as well as in all hara climbs, long 
stretches of sand, etc., we put two to six charges of oil with the oi] gun into 
the engine base in addition to what the pump supplied. 


At Ogden, Denver, Omaha, Chicago and Toledo we opened the engine base, drew 
off the old oil, tightened the connecting rods when necessary, and put in new 
supply of oil. In operating the car on hills and grades, we did nothing unusual; 
simply used reverse, hub brakes, spark off and clutch in on the steepest places. 


Once only did we get out of gasoline, and this was in Ohio. A boy, and 
bicycle, took can and went a mile and a half for a gallon to put us into the 
nearby next. town. During the entire journey there were no break-downs of any 
consequence, nothing except of the most trivial nature, which was easily and 
quickly set right. There were no serious accidents. A few chickens that met 
their end, a turkey, a skunk and a dog or two, slightly run over, constitute the 
entire casualty list. 


Although I have driven motor cars for several years, I was surprised at the 
wonderful performance of the Franklin. As the car was driven into the garage on 
West Sixtieth Street, it showed no evidence of the long journey, hard knocks and 
unmerciful driving it had undergone in the greatest long distance automobile run 
the world has ever known. 


L. L. WHITMAN 
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THE 1955 TREK TO SYRACUSE - Reviewed by Dave Doman 


We little know how far ahead of time people began to prepare for the Franklin 
Trek. For the organizers of the event, it was far back in the springtime. For 
those bringing cars, it could have been at least that. However, it seems to be 
the particular pleasure of the proud owners to be perpetually at work improving 
their Franklins. In spite of this, not enough time was allowed by most to do all 
the things that could be done. A good many cars were left behind. But at any 
rate, by the time August 26 rolled around, all cares were put aside for the brief 
enjoyment of a mutual admiration. The 1955 Trek was on! 


An approximate list of the cars there and the owners is as follows: 


Andrew, Marjorie 1931 Series 15 Pursuit Phaeton Lonsdale, Rhode Island 
Amick, A. H. 1912 Model D Torpedo Phaeton Cumberland, Maryland 
Boram, Clifford 1922 Series 9B Sedan Maywood, Illinois 
Boyer, Dr. George 1933 Olympic Series 18 Sedan Allentown, Pennsylvania 
Buchman, Earl 1912 Model G Touring Garrettesville, Ohio 
Clark, R. C. 1926 11A Boat-tail Roadster Skaneateles, N. Y. 
Clark, M. W. 1931 Series 15 Conv. Coupe Skaneateles, N. Y. 
DeHert, R. H. 1925 11A Boat-tail Roadster Melrose, Mass. 

Doman, Carl T. 1931 Series 16 Sport Coupe Ann Arbor, Michigan 
Feather, Karl 1929 Series 13 Sedan Baltimore, Maryland 
Howard, Gordon 1935 Olympic Series 18 Sedan Warwick, Rhode Island 
Jenkins, H. 1926 Victoria Touring Series 11A Rochester, N. Y- 
Johnston, Fred 1927 Series 11B Sedan Pannellville, N. Y. 
King, George 1917 Series 11B Touring Rhinehold Station, Pa. 
Lindsay, Dr. W. H. 1932 Series 16 Sedan Perkasie, Pa. 

Miller, W. H. 1934 Series 17B V-12 Sedan Portchester, N. Y. 
Maenwell, J. 1927 Series 11B Sedan Fayetteville, N. Y. 
Michener, H. P. 1928 Series 12B Roadster Stirling, N. J. 

Moore, Har 1931 Pirate Phaeton Turtle Creek, Pa. 
Odell, Atho 1930 Conv. Dietrich Speedster Galesburg, Tilinois 
Pommer, Fredrick 1926 Series 11A Touring East Haven, Conn. 
Reynolds, Nelson 1918 Series 9 Roadster Lancaster, Pa. 
Springer, C. F. 1929 Series 13 Special Roadster Springfield, Mass. 
Walker, H. E.- 1931 Series 14 Brougham West Quincy, Mass. 
Boland, Phil 1928 Buick Conv. Sedan Antique Car Club 
Duchard, Al Stutz Bearcat 

Denman 1922 Rolls-Royce Brewerton, N. Y. 
Weeden, Burt 1955 Volkswagen Sedan Baldwinsville, N. Y. 
Wilkinson, Stanley 1954 Porsche Philadelphia, Pa. 
Zimmer, James 1955 Porsche Speedster Syracuse, N. Y. 


The weekend was spent in making new acquaintances, comparing notes, and talking 
on one subject - Franklins! As an example of the one thought in mind, just slight- 
ly removed, one man was overheard to ask another how he'd gotten to the city. On 
his reply "By Greyhound bus", the first said, "Oh, do you own one of those? 


On Friday night, a capacity audience of over one hundred people assembled at 
Hotel Syracuse to hear a slide talk given by John Burns. Glass prints that had 
been converted to modern slides by Dick Wright of the Onondaga Historical Society 
were shown. The majority depicted the advanced manufacturing practices and methods 
that Franklin employed so early in the automobile industry. Some of these slides 
were reproduced in the recent article, "The Franklin Factory" - ACN #8. 


On Saturday morning, after the last bit of polishing and tunine-up, the cars 
stretched out to the length of three or four city blocks and wound their way 
through Syracuse, with the aid of motorcycle escorts, to the State Fair Grounds, 
and on around Onondaga Lake to Lemoyne Manor where luncheon was served. At the 
Fair Grounds the Franklinites watched Cannonball Baker drive again, this time at 
the wheel of: Fred Pommer's '26 Touring, with the Queen of the 1955 New York State 
Fair as his passenger. A brief stop was made on the shore of the lake on the 
return trip for photographs. 


The highlight of the annual meeting Saturday night was the talk on the 
"Franklin Forward Look" given by Lloyd Benham, Export Manager; E. S. Marks, Chief 
Engineer; Hugh Goordhart, Advertising Manager; and Cannonball Baker, record break- 
er. The first three elaborated on the points that made Franklin a truly creat 
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Athol Odell drove his 1930 Dietrich 
Speedster from Illinois and Earl 
Buchman brought his 1912 Model "G" 
Touring car from Garrettesville, Ohio. 


Gordon Howard in his 1933 Olympic 
and Ronald Andrew in his 1931 


Pursuit Phaeton drove together 
from Rhode Island. 


Two Series Nines, the roadster of 
Nelson Reynolds and the touring of 
George King, - both were driven 
from Pennsylvania. 


L. to R.- Harry Moore's Pirate came 
from Pittsburgh, H. P. Michener's 

1928 Roadster from New Jersey, and 
Cliff Boram's 1922 9B from Chicago. 


ssid si 
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Dr. George Boyer drove his Olympic 
again from Pennsylvania, while H. 
Jenkins brought his outstanding 
Victoria Touring from Rochester. 


R. C. Clark drove this Series 15 
convertible coupe of 1931 from 
Skaneateles, N. Y. This was the 
smaller of two convertibles in '3l. 
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car while Cannonball proved it with the story of his numerous and daring exploits 
in Franklin cars. 


The difficult task of judging was handed to Chape Condit, John Burns, and 
Cannonball Baker. First and second prizes were given in three catagories: 
Antique - 1902-1919; Vintage - 1920-1929; and Classic - 1930-1934. 

Antique: 1. Earl Buchman Vintage: 1. Robert DeHart Classic: 1. William Miller 
2. Nelson Reynolds 2. Fred Pommer 2. Dr. G. Boyer 
Four plaques were presented. One was given to the Amick family for having the 
Best Car in the Show. Another was given to Athol Odell for having come the great- 
est distance. A third was sent to Tom Hubbard in recognition of his outstanding 
work as editor of the club magazine. The fourth was given to Miles Amick upon 
completion of his term as club president in recognition of his tireless service 
in the furtherance of the H. H. Franklin Club. 


Two objects were presented to Richard Wright, President of the Onondaga 
Historical Society. One, the first neon sign ever to appear in the city of 
Baltimore, Maryland, was given by Karl Feather. He had found it in the attic of 
the original Franklin dealer of Baltimore. The other was a wooden mockup of a 
Series 10C Sedan. This part model was used by the Franklin body-designers to see 
visually what the new model's physical appearance would be. It apparently had 
been resting in someone's attic for thirty years or more. 


Fenton Meredith passed on to each person attending the banquet and meeting his 
concept of what a 1956 Franklin would be, advanced in its approach as Franklin 
through the years always was. 


And so, reluctantly, the Trek came to a close. A few went on to the Glidden 
Tour but most turned their wheels homeward. Just the memories were left, and for 
the organizers, plans for a bigger and better trek in '56! 


TREK SIDELIGHTS eccccccccceceeeas noted by LAURA VINCIT 


When we stopped at the Fair Grounds for some publicity shots and the Amick Torpedo 
Phaeton was selected as the background for pictures of the State Fair Queen... the 
smug look on Arthur Amick's face when the photographer picked him instead of Miles 
to be in the car... Miles says any good photograph needs contrast! 


Something or other about Cannon Ball Baker out there... drove someone's car at a 
walk for the papers... the Queen with him... he seemed sort of dazed. 


Cannon Ball is quite a lad... nothing conventional about him.. he eats steak for 
breakfast, drinks a quart or two of milk for luncheon and probably eats Wheaties 
for dinner. 


Remember Fenton Meredith's interesting poster last year? He is still at it. This 
year at each plate was a brochure describing the "1956 Franklin Jet Airman", 
beautifully executed by Meredith. Incidentally, on study it revealed a truly well 
designed car. Pity it is not actually available. 


Cliff Boram ran into Atwater Kent trouble on the Thruway; several tried to help 
him but the Gestapo forced him to haul it off. The Thruway with its dictator 
type control is an excellent highway to keep away from. 


The Registration Desk was in the capable hands of Dave Doman's lovely spouse. It 
seemed to be busier than last year..wonder why. The programs and attractive 
badges were a nice touch this time. Dave dreamed that up for us. 


"Bake" was telling some sort of story to Carl and Johnny. It must have taken him 
the full two days to finish it - every time you looked up he had the pair of them 
cornered for another chapter. 


Doc Boyer showed up without the three girls..must have had to explain why a 
hundred times... don't think he will risk doing that again. 


Harry Moore was back on deck with his famous Pirate, brought his boy along this 
time. Since the story on him last year he has received letters asking if the 
Pirate is actually "Gold Plated". 


Next year's Chairman has something to live up to. There simply were no foul-ups 
during the Trek. The caravan to the Lake was scheduled to leave at 11:00 AM. 
Oscar Springer in the last car cleared the garage at 11:05! Ever hear of that! 
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Top: Judge Sonshine C. ‘pibbetts 
of Central Valley, California, 
puts his Series 10 through its 
paces in a recent West Coast e 
Parade. Mr. Tibbetts also has 

a 1928 Touring, one of the big 
Airman jobs. 

LEFT: Back to the 1955 Syracuse 
Trek again where we find some 

of the Franklin "brass" gather- 
ed about Earl Buchman's Model G 
Touring of 1912. Left to right 
- Dave Doman, Miles Amick, 
"Cannonball" Baker (at wheel, 

of course), former Chief Engin- 
eer Ed Marks, former Chief 
Research Engineer Carl Doman, 

and former Franklin dealer of 

30 years, Earl Buchman. 

BELOW LEFT: Note the difference \ 
in size between Buchman's Model 

G Touring and Amick's Torpedo 
Phaeton, both of 1912. The "G" 

had 4 cylinders 3-3/8 x 4, 18 

horse power, a wheelbase of 

100", 32 x 4 tires, and cost 

$1950. The Torpedo Phaeton on 

the Model "D" chassis boasted 

six cylinders 4 x 4, 38 horse 

power, 123" wheelbase, 37 x 5 | 
tires, and cost upwards of 

$3500. The Model "H" (not 

ye was larger yet: six 43 

x 4% cylinders, 48 HP, 133" wh, 

38 x banned oe and UP. 
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WANTED: 1931 phaeton, 1933 V-12 Brougham, 1931 Dietrich Speedster, or Series 
12B soft top, any model. Don Davies, 3535 W. 95th St., Cleveland 2, Ohio. 


FOR SALE: two 32x4 wire wheels; four hubs, front axle with springs & rear axle 
with springs & transmission for 1919 Series 9. Neil C. Ensworth, Canaan, N.Y. 


FOR SALE: Franklin catalogs, years 1907, 08, 09, 12, and 13. Dr. W. C. 
Norcross, 138 Washington St., East Walpole, Mass. 


WANTED: Manual for 1911 Model D. Also desire to hear from owners of similar 
car. R. A- Yung, 5320 S.E. 139, Portland 66, Oregon. . 


FOR SALE: 1929 Model 130 conv. coupe in original condition. $650. Can be 
Griven anywhere. Picture 10 cents. L.B.Conner,310 - 24th St. No.,Great Falls,Mont. 


“Oo. “ALE: 1930 7 pass. Pirate Phaeton beautifully restored. Car in Florida. 
Prices is $2500. Joseph E. Vanderveer, 26 Emerson St., Kingston, N. Y. 


WANTED: from one to six wire wheels to fit 19x600 or 19x650 tires for 1928 
Series 12 Airman rdstr. Also pair of side windshield wings (abt. same year 
Buick will fit) & owners manual. Frank Z. Brill, 9703 Warwick Rd.,Warwick, Va. 


WANTED: Early unrestored Franklin up to 1913 model. Car can be rough if enough 
of body left for patterns. Frank Z. Brill, 9703 Warwick Rd., Warwick, Va. 


FOR SALE: Owners Manuals as follows: Series 9 - soiled covers but complete; 


Series 12 - perfect; Series 14 - perfect. Price $5.00 each. Robert B. Gegen, 
3160 N.W. Second St. Miami, Florida. 


FOR SALE: 1931 Airman 4-dr. Sdn. in good mechanical condition, 6 very good tires, 
leather upholstery, 4 speed transmission. Price $275.00 Paul S. Corson, Route 
#3, Smyrna, Ga. (Paul badly needs V-12 engine parts - Editor) 


FOR SALE: 1930 Pirate Conv. Sdn. in fair to poor shape. $195. or make offer. 
John Moehlman, 534 20th St., Hermosa Beach, California. 


FOR SALE: 1923 Franklin chassis for parts. Wm. P. Feese, 1202 N. Washington, 
Lexington, Nebraska. 


FOR SALE: Series 17 V-12 Sedan shown in Issue #8, page 15. Best offer. 
William H. Miller, P. 0. Box #1, Port Chester, N. Y. 


WANTED: Tail & exhaust pipes, also valve oil lines from #1 cage to 2 - 3, 
and distributor shaft, 18B '335 Olympic. C.W.Millard,8014 Keyes Ave,Cleveland 4 


WANTED: Right front door handle from Series 130 & misc. chassis parts. Name 
lost - send any replies to Editor who will try to forward. 


FOR SALE: 1929 Franklin 4-dr. sdn., perfect running cond., engine rebuilt by 
expert, 4 new tires, needs upholstery & paint. Price $200. Lewis Massie, 
1518 - 26th St., Lubbock, Texas. 


LEAD: Steve Juillerat of Radio Ave. & No. Country Rd., Rocky Point, N. Y. 
will give a 1925 Franklin to anyone who can use it. Can be towed as is. 


LEAD: 1933 Olympic sdn. with 8:00x15 wire wheels for about $50 to $75. Nocito 
Nash, Lakeview Rd. & Hillside Ave., New Hyde Park, New York 


FOR SALE: Complete late type Franklin clutch & bell housing to which I have 
fitted a 1934 Chrysler Airflow transmission with overdrive. Gear box is good 
as new & has been changed so overdrive shifts manually as desired. Price $40. 
C. He Gonnermann, 36 Institute St., Wyoming, Penna. 


FOR SALE OR TRADE: Many magazine ads on Franklin, all years. Charles E. 
Wilkinson, RD 2, Box 201-B, Williamsport, Pa. 


FOR SALE: 1930 coupe, vriced reasonably. Also '32 body for parts free. R. 
Byrd Jr., 240 Chestnut Hill Rd., Chestnut Hill 67, Mass. 
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FOR SALE: Olympic sdn. in poor shape. Ronald Andrew,77 Grove St.,Lonsdale,R.I. 


LEAD: About 1930 Franklin sdn., 6 wire wheel, apparently nice condition for 
$150. Information from R. A. Wolff, 2577 N. Teutonia Ave., Milwaukee 6, Wis. 


WANTED: actual photos & catalogs of Franklin models 1931 thru 1934. Pay cash 
or trade original factory photos of 1937 Franklins, photos size 11 x 14. 
A. Ward Shanen, 2444 S. Orkney St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


FOR SALE: 1929 Model 135 Sport Sedan, in good running order. Asking $250. J. 
E. Charbonnel, RFD No. 3, Colville, Washinaton. 


WANTED:. Complete emergency brake assembly, top hangers, and running board tool 
box for 1922 Series 10A Touring. W. P. Reid Jr,1115 Briarcliff P1,N.E.,Atlanta 6 


WANTED: set of wheels & rims (wire preferred), top bows,front bumper, for 1923 
Touring. Dave Pennington, 4301 Dinn, Corpus Christi, Texas. 


WANTED: set of overhaul gaskets, horn & tire pump for 1918 Model 9B 4-pass rdstr. 
T. R. Nelson, 1448 W. 5th Ave., Columbus, Ohio. 


LEAD: 1917 (?) Series 10 boat-tail speedster, weather worn, but complete. Car 
in Hawaii, but write Ford U. Ross, 704 Second St., Elizabeth City, N. C. 


WANTED: Copy or photostat of overhaul & maintenance manuals for 1928 Franklin. 
Also need exhaust valve, exhaust pipe, parts for Sperry T-2 Carb. with l- 
3/32 ventuiri.(Name lost, send information to Editor). 


WANTED: two 19" wire wheels (7 lug) and 5 hub caps for 1930 Franklin. 0O.F. 
Springer, 339 Bay St., Springfield, Mass. ‘ 


WANTED: Tonneau windshield for 1928 Sport Touring (4 pass. body by Merrimac). 
Also clean dash instruments. Earl Becker, 2727 Grandview Ave., York, Pa. 


WANTED: 1930-32 Franklin convertible, unrestored, but must be running or in 
runable condition and be reasonably complete. G. H. Howard, 79 Vaughn Ave., 
Warwick, R. I. , 


WANTED: for 1910 Model H six-cylinder engine: carburetor & controls. Also 
dash controls, especially the auxiliary oil pump on dash. Daniel S. Gardner, 
1545 Penn Ave., Scranton, Pa. 


FOR SALE: Individual parts from or whole cars as follows: 1919 Sdn., 1923 Sdn., 
1927 Sdn., 1930 Brougham. Large stock used parts, wheels & tires. Pompton 
Lakes Auto Wreckers, 122-140 Cannon Ball Rd., Pompton Lakes, New Jersey. 


WANTED: Want to buy a 1905 cross engine Franklin. E. H. Taliaferro, 1058 Lincoln 
Ave., San Diego 3, California. 


WANTED: for 1928 Franklin, complete instrument panel or handles for light 
switches & speedometer & owners manual. Also want Issue #2 of ACN. Earl W. 
Becker, 2727 Grand View Ave., York, Pa. 


OPPOSITE PAGE: Clubs and organizations often have "official jewelers", but Athol 
Odell, prominent jeweler of Galesburg, Illinois, is far more to the HHFC than 
this title would imply. Owner of one of the finest Franklin collections in the 
country - eight in all - Odell has, in fact, never owned any other make of car. 
Two of his cars are shown here - a 1916 Series 9 custom-bodied sedan at top, 

and a 1930 Dietrich Convertible Speedster which Odell drove 1900 miles to the 
Syracuse Trek last summer without a speck of trouble, cruising at 45-50 mph. 


BACK COVER: Another interesting Franklin collector and long-time enthusiast is 
Anthony Giaimo of Hollywood, California, formerly assistant service manager for 
one of Ralph Hamlin's agencies. The picture at top was taken in Syracuse in 
1930 and shows Giaimo with members of his familv following a fast trip from L.A. 
to N.Y. Their time - 4 days, 22 hours! The car is a 1929 Model 135 Sedan. 
Below this is a picture of Giaimo's Series 11 of 1927 Coupe following complete 
restoration. Giaimo won the Award of Excellence at the 6th annual International 
Motor Revue held at the Pan Pacific Auditorium in Los Angeles last October. 
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